
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

1 Socorro Reyes, Jr. (CONS/PE) Case No. 0421979  

 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Guardian – Conservator/Petitioner)   

 (1) Fourth Account Current and Report of Successor Conservator and (2) Petition  

 for Allowance of Compensation to Successor Conservator and Attorney 

Age: 66 

DOB: 10/19/46 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Conservator, is 

Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 06/18/11 – 06/17/13 

 

Accounting  - $194,929.39 

Beginning POH - $79,982.98 

Ending POH  - $119,074.74 

 

Conservator  - $1,153.36 (for 

5.5 Staff hours @ $76/hr. and 7.66 Deputy 

hrs. @ $96/hr.) 

 

Attorney  - $1,250.00 

(Less than allowed per Local Rule) 

 

Bond fee  - $884.34 (ok) 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Approving, allowing and settling the 

Fourth Account Current and Report of 

Successor Conservator;  

2. Authorizing the conservator and 

attorneys’ fees and commissions; and 

3. Authorizing payment of the bond fee. 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

 2 Lyn Dell Johnson (Estate) Case No. 06CEPR01160 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Administrator - Petitioner)     
 (1) First and Final Account and Report of Successor Administrator and (2) Petition  

 for Allowance of Ordinary and Extraordinary Commissions and Fees and (3) for  

 Distribution of Insolvent Estate 

DOD: 12/12/04   PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, Successor 
Administrator, is Petitioner. 
 
Account period: 09/10/07 – 05/02/13 
 
Accounting  - $9,197.38 
Beginning POH - $0.00 
Ending POH  - $9,007.38 
 
Administrator  - $367.90 (statutory) 
 
Attorney  - $367.90 (to be split 
equally with former administrator’s attorney, 
Caswell, Bell & Hillison) 
 
Attorney x/o  - $532.50 (to 
Caswell, Bell & Hillison for work in connection 
with the outstanding loan and foreclosure of 
real property of the estate) 
 
Costs   - $1,193.50 ($743.00 
to Caswell, Bell & Hillison and $450.50 to 
Petitioner) 
 
Distribution, pursuant to intestate succession and 
subject to creditor’s claims, is to: 
 
Doris Bradshaw - $600.00 (Expenses 
of Administration (filing fees and publication 
advanced to attorney) from creditor’s claim) 
 
Doris Bradshaw - $379.00 (Expenses 
of Administration (recorder and appraisal fees) 
part of $834.43 creditor’s claim) 
 
Doris Bradshaw - $2,477.21 (Funeral 
expenses from creditor’s claim) 
 
Erma Jones-Bradshaw -  $1,000.00 (Funeral 
expenses from creditor’s claim) 
 
Hollis P.L. Johnson - $1,897.81 (90.81% 
of general claims (house payments)) 
 
Doris Bradshaw - $192.06 (9.19% of 
general claims (house payments)) 
 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Petitioner does not address 

compensation to the former 

Administrator, Andrew 

Hatchett.  It is noted that Mr. 

Hatchett was sent notice of this 

hearing with a copy of the 

Petition. 

 

2. Paragraph 19 of the Petition 

indicates that the total 

payment of commissions, fees 

and costs total $2,461.30; 

however the Examiner 

calculates those costs to total 

$2,461.80 a difference of 

$00.50.  This then leaves 

$6,545.58 on hand for 

distribution rather than 

$6,546.08 as stated in the 

Petition.  Need Clarification. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

3 Elvira Robles Betts (Estate) Case No. 08CEPR00426 
 Atty Turner, Patrick A (for Petitioner/Executor Nancy Varela)  

   

 (1) First and Final Account and Report of Executor and (2) Petition for Its Approval  

 for Allowance of Statutory Fees and Commissions, Extraordinary Attorneys Fees,  

 for Proration of Debt and for (3) Final Distribution Under Will 

DOD: 3/16/2008 NANCY VARELA, Executor, is petitioner.  

 

Account period:  3/16/08 – 6/24/13 

 

Accounting   - $146,235.00 

Beginning POH - $130,075.00 

Ending POH  - $ 76,414.06 

 

Executor  - $3,809.40 (statutory) 

 

Attorney  - $3,809.40 (statutory) 

Attorney X/O  - $637.50 (in connection with 

a civil suit filed by the Department of Health Services)  

 

Attorney (Gary Motsenbocker) X/O fees 

-  $2,850.00  

(to defend a civil suit regarding the creditor’s claim of the 

Department of Health Services) 

 

Closing  - $500.00 

 

Petitioner states the estate is insolvent, after payment of 

costs of administration the remaining property on hand 

consisting of $64,807.76 will be distributed to the 

Department of Health Services in partial satisfaction of 

their creditor’s claim.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENT

S: 

 

 

1. On 10/19/2012 the 

Department of Health 

Services filed a Notice of 

Pendency of Action 

stating that a civil suit had 

been filed against the 

estate by the 

Department of Health 

Services in case no. 

12CECG03334.  It 

appears that that action 

is still pending.  Court 

records indicate there is a 

case management 

conference scheduled in 

this civil matter on 

9/3/2013 at 9:00 a.m. in 

Dept. 104.  

 

 

 

Cont. from   

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

✓ Verified  

✓ Inventory  

✓ PTC  

✓ Not.Cred.  

✓ Notice of 

Hrg 

 

✓ Aff.Mail W/

O 

 Aff.Pub.  

✓ Sp.Ntc. W/ 

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. 

Screen 

 

✓ Letters 6/3/08 

 Duties/Sup

p 

 

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

✓ 9202  

✓ Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by:  KT 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on:  8/2/2013 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice N/A File  3 – Betts  

 3 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

4 Arthur Mendez Chaidez (Estate) Case No. 08CEPR00612 
 Atty Shepard, Jeff S. (for Alice Pena – Administrator/Petitioner)   
 (1) First and Final Report of Administration, and (2) Petition for Statutory and  

 Extraordinary Attorneys Fees and for (3) Final Distribution on Waivers of  

 Accounting 

DOD: 01/31/08 ALICE PENA, Administrator, is Petitioner. 

 

Accounting is waived. 

 

I & A  - $45,000.00 

POH  - $45,644.63 

 

Administrator - Waived 

 

Attorney - $1,800.00 (statutory) 

 

Attorney x/o - $600.00 (for sale of 

real property) 

 

Closing - $1,000.00 

 

Distribution, pursuant to intestate 

succession, is to: 

 

Alice Pena - $5,222.83 

Manual Chaidez -  $5,222.82 

Sally Vargas - $5,222.82 

Arnold Chaidez -  $5,222.82 

Elvira Chaidez -  $5,222.82 

Jane Chaidez -  $5,222.82 

George Chaidez -  $5,222.82 

Heirs of Fred Chaidez, post-deceased, 

brother as follows: 

Elaine Chaidez -  $1,740.93 

Steven Chaidez -  $1,160.63 

Jennifer Cerda -  $1,160.63 

Jonathan Chaidez - $1,160.63 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
CONTINUED FROM 05/29/13 

 

1. Letters of Administration were first 

issued on 07/29/08; therefore notice 

to the Franchise Tax Board is required 

pursuant to Probate Code § 

9202(c)(2). 

 

2. Petitioner states that intestate heir, 

Fred Chaidez (brother), died after 

the Decedent and proposes to 

distribute his share directly to the heirs 

of Fred Chaidez; however, since Fred 

Chaidez died after the decedent 

(DOD: 07/20/12), his share is 

distributable to the Estate of Fred 

Chaidez and not directly to his heirs 

without some additional 

documentation.  Need additional 

information and/or documentation 

as to the authority under which the 

transfer to the intestate heirs of Fred 

Chaidez is being sought. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cont. from  052913 

 Aff.Sub.Wit.  

 Verified  

 Inventory  

 PTC  

 Not.Cred.  

 Notice of Hrg  

 Aff.Mail w/ 

 Aff.Pub.  

 Sp.Ntc.  

 Pers.Serv.  

 Conf. Screen  

 Letters 07/29/08 

 Duties/Supp  

 Objections  

 Video 

Receipt 

 

 CI Report  

 9202  

 Order  

 Aff. Posting  Reviewed by: JF 

 Status Rpt  Reviewed on: 08/05/13 

 UCCJEA  Updates:   

 Citation  Recommendation:   

 FTB Notice x File  4 – Chaidez  

 4 

  



Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

 5 Hazel Deaton (Estate) Case No. 11CEPR00232 
 Atty Fogderude, Eric K. (for Tambra J. Farnum – Executor/Petitioner)   

 (1) Waiver of Accounting and (2) Petition for Final Distribution Under Will and for  

 (3) Allowance of Statutory Fees and Commissions (Prob. C. 11640, 10800, 10810) 

DOD: 01/05/11  TAMBRA J. FARNUM, Executor, is Petitioner. 

 

Accounting is waived. 

 

I & A  - $72,524.16 

POH  - $70,396.59 ($10,396.59 

is cash) 

 

Executor - $2,935.77 (statutory) 

 

Attorney - $2,935.77 (statutory) 

 

Closing - $1,500.00 

 

Distribution, pursuant to decedent’s will, is to: 

 

Debra D. Woolridge - $1,008.35 cash 

plus 1/3 interest in 1/3 interest of real property 

located in Fresno, CA (APN: 470-215-03) 

 

Tambra J. Farnum - $1,008.35 cash 

plus 1/3 interest in 1/3 interest of real property 

located in Fresno, CA (APN: 470-215-03) 

 

Kellie L. Flemming - $1,008.35 cash 

plus 1/3 interest in 1/3 interest of real property 

located in Fresno, CA (APN: 470-215-03) 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

 6 Lori LaVonne MacIsaac (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00945 
 Atty Ormond, John K. (for John MacIsaac – Administrator – Petitioner)   
 (1) Petition for Distribution, (2) Report and Accounting (Waived) [Prob. C. 10900(a),  

 10954(c), & 11000] 

DOD: 3-29-12 JOHN MACISAAC, Administrator without 

bond, is Petitioner. 

 

Accounting is waived. 

 

I&A: $1,020,159.31 

POH: $968,502.57 

 

Administrator (Statutory): $23,201.59 

 

Attorney (Statutory): $23,201.59 

 

Closing: $8,292.00 (tax returns, etc.) 

 

Distribution pursuant to intestate succession 

and election of John MacIsaac to take 

ownership of annuity: 

 

John MacIsaac (spouse): $135,603.74 cash 

plus annuity valued at $57,549.52, 5,942.66 

shares of a Principal Strategic Asset 

Management account, and Decedent’s 

community property interest in the real 

property. 

 

Jacob MacIsaac (son): $168,944.79 cash plus 

3,961.77 shares of a Principal Strategic Asset 

Management account 

 

James MacIsaac (son): $168,944.79 cash plus 

3,961.77 shares of a Principal Strategic Asset 

Management account 

 

Amanda Seaberg (daughter): $168,944.79 

cash plus 3,961.77 shares of a Principal 

Strategic Asset Management account  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Attorney Ormond did not sign 

the petition. 

 

2. Attorney Ormond used only 

the first page (1 of 2) of the 

mandatory Judicial Council 

form Notice of Hearing DE-

120, and used a pleading 

form “proof of service” for the 

second page. The Court may 

require clarification as to why 

the mandatory form was not 

used in its entirety as required 

by Cal. Rules of Court 1.31 

and 7.101. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

7 Rick Brannon, Sr. (CONS/PE) Case No. 13CEPR00330 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather  H  (for Petitioner/Conservator Public Guardian) 

 Atty Teixeira, J.  Stanley (Court Appointed for Conservatee)  

 Petition for Court Authorization to Sell Personal Property of the Estate [Prob. C.  

 2541] 

Age: 59 years 

 

PUBLIC GUARDIAN, conservator, is 

petitioner.  

 

Petitioner states the conservatee is in a long 

term locked facility.  The conservatee’s 

current income is zero, and his monthly 

expenses are $5,730 for the locked facility 

and pharmacy.  He currently has $10,078.00 

in the Public Guardian trust account.  At 

that rate, he will run out of funds in either 

July or August.  Petitioner is applying for 

Medi-Cal to pay for his care.   

 

The conservatee’s estate consists of a 2004 

Jeep Cherokee and a 1994 Jeep.  The 

Public Guardian is only aware of the 1994 

Jeep’s existence because it shows as 

registered to his name.   

 

The conservatorship estate does not have 

income to pay the storage.  Therefore, the 

Public Guardian is requesting authority to 

sell both vehicles and any other personal 

property that the Conservatee no longer 

needs.  

 

Wherefore, Petitioner prays for an Order: 

 

1. That the court authorize the Fresno 

County Public Guardian, as conservator 

of the person and estate to sell the 

conservatee’s vehicles and any other 

personal property he no longer needs.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

8 Floyd Zielke (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00384 
 Atty Armo, Lance E. (for Sandra L. Funk – Executor)   

 Complaint for Order to Determine Elder Abuse, Common Counts, Breach of  

 Contract, and Declaratory Relief 

DOD: 03/13/13   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

No examiner notes are provided for this 

complaint.  This civil complaint does not 

appear to be appropriately filed in the 

Probate Court. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

 9 Pauline Sidam (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00588 
 Atty Amador, Catherine A (for Kim Marie Gallo – Petitioner – Daughter in Law)   

 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters of Administration with Will Annexed;  

 Authorization to Administer Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 06/12/2007 KIM MARIE GALLO, daughter in 

law is petitioner and requests 

appointment as Administrator 

with Will annexed without bond.   

 

 

Full IAEA - ?  

 

 

Will dated: 04/10/1991  

 

 

Residence: Fresno  

Publication: Need  

 

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

Real property     $175,000.00 

 

 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert  

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

1. Need name and date of death of 

decedent’s spouse pursuant to Local Rule 

7.1.1D.  
 

2. Need original will to be deposited with the 

Court pursuant to Probate Code §8200(a)(1).  
 

3. Will is not self-proving.  Need proof of 

Subscribing Witness.   
  
4. Need Affidavit of Publication.  
 

5. Need Confidential Supplement to Duties & 

Liabilities of Personal Representative.  
 

6. Need Duties & Liabilities.   
 

7. #5a(3) or #5a(4) was not answered 

regarding registered domestic partner.   
 

8. #5a(7) or #5a(8) was not answered 

regarding issue of predeceased child.   
 

9. Item 5b of the petition was incomplete 

regarding stepchild or foster child. 
 

10. #8 does not include the name and address 

of the petitioner.  
Note: The Court will set status hearings as follows. If 

the appropriate items are filed, the status hearings 

may be taken off calendar. 
 

• Friday, 01/03/2014 at 9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the 

filing of the inventory and appraisal and  

• Friday, 08/29/2014 at 9:00a.m. in Dept. 303 for the 

filing of the first account and final distribution.   
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

10 Hannah Rowton (GUARD/P) Case No. 11CEPR00104 
 Atty Prindiville, Sabrina (Pro Per – Petitioner – Co Guardian)  

 Atty Prindiville, Kurt (Pro Per – Petitioner – Co Guardian)     
 Petition for Termination of Guardianship 

Age: 6  SABRINA PRINDIVILLE and KURT PRINDIVILLE, 

non-relatives, are Petitioners.  Petitioners 

were appointed guardians on 08/04/2011.   

 

Father: DESMOND ROWTON 

Mother: ALISA ADAMS 

 

Paternal grandfather: Presumed deceased 

Paternal grandmother: Angela Urias 

 

Maternal grandfather: Robert Adams 

Maternal grandmother: Mary Hutchins 

 

Petitioners state: Hannah is now living with 

her maternal grandparents in Nevada.  It is in 

her best interest to grow up with her 

biological family.   

Court Investigator Julie Negrete’s report filed 

07/31/2013.  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need proof of service fifteen (15) 

days prior to the hearing of the 

Petition for Termination on the 

following:  

 Desmond Rowton (Father) 

 Alisa Adams (Mother)  

 Angela Urias (Paternal 

Grandmother)  

 Robert Adams (Maternal 

Grandfather) 

 Mary Hutchins (Maternal 

Grandmother)  
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

12 Kyle Layton, Juliana Layton, and Audrey Layton (GUARD/P) Case No. 13CEPR00640 
 Atty Cattuzzo, Janice (Pro Per – Maternal Grandmother – Petitioner)    
 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 2250) 

 12 

  

Kyle, age 10 GENERAL HEARING 9-24-13 

 

JANICE CATTUZZO, Maternal 

Grandmother, is Petitioner. 

 

Father: SCOTT WILLIAM LAYTON 

Mother: LYNN MARIE LAYTON 

 

Paternal Grandfather: Ray Layton 

Paternal Grandmother: Lilly R. Layton 

Maternal Grandfather: Charles Brady 

 

Petitioner states the children are currently 

living with their mother who abuses 

alcohol, prescription narcotics and illegal 

substances. They also live with Mother’s 

boyfriend, who enables their mother’s 

current state. Mother does not think she 

has an alcohol or substance abuse 

problem, refuses to seek help, and cannot 

care for the children in her present 

condition. 

 

Petitioner requests to be excused from 

giving notice to the parents. Petitioner 

states the father has been notified by 

phone and is in support of this petition. 

Petitioner states the mother is 

endangering the children and is a flight 

risk and may refuse to appear at any 

hearing, endangering the children. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Note: Petitioner resides in Hanford, CA, which 

is Kings County; however, the children reside 

with their mother in Caruthers, CA, which is 

Fresno County.  

 

1. Pursuant to Local Rule 7.15.3.C, the Court 

will generally deny requests for ex parte 

appointment of a temporary guardian 

unless the application establishes that a 

present emergency exists and that the 

minor is currently residing with the 

Petitioner. If the minor is residing with a 

parent and the petitioner believes the child 

is in danger, a referral should be made to 

Child Protective Services.  

 

Petitioner states the children reside with 

their mother and requests the Court 

dispense notice to the parents. However, 

Petitioner does not state whether she has 

made referral to CPS and if so, the 

outcome of the referral. 

 

 

If this matter goes forward, the following issues 

exist: See page 2. 

 

Juliana, age 8 

Audrey, age 5 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, August 7, 2013 

12 Kyle Layton, Juliana Layton, and Audrey Layton (GUARD/P) Case No. 13CEPR00640 
 

Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Need Attachment 3 to Confidential Guardian Screening Form.  

 

Note to Judge: #3 states Petitioner has been charged with, arrested for, or convicted of a crime deemed to be a 

felony or misdemeanor. Box is marked “I have” but no attachment or explanation is provided. 

 

3. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

4. Need proof of personal service of Notice of Hearing with a copy of the Temp Petition at least five court days prior 

to the hearing per Probate Code §2250(e) on: 

- Scott William Layton (Father) 
- Lynn Marie Layton (Mother) 

5. Need UCCJEA (GC-120) pursuant to Probate Code §1510. 

 

6. If the children will reside with Petitioner in Kings County, the Court may require further information regarding 

appropriate venue for guardianship. 
 


